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and even as late as the eighth century B.C. the prophet
Micah propounds a question which was obviously
being asked with frequency in his day, " Shall I
give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit
of my body for the sin of my soul ? " and returns
the glorious answer, " He hath shewed thee, 0 man
what is good ; and what doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God ? " 1

It was some fourteen or fifteen hundred years
possibly more, before the time of Micah, that Abraham
lived, and he was reared in an idolatrous and heathen
environment. It is the exception to find that children
are taught that Abraham worshipped idols in his
earlier years, and that the family he left behind
in Mesopotamia on journeying to Canaan remained
heathen ; but these facts are essential to a right
understanding of the greatness of the call from God
that he answered, and also for the greatness of his
character as a man. Probably he witnessed human
sacrifice within his own family circle in Ur or in
Hartin, and he certainly would be familiar with its
practice among the Chaldeans and the native Canaan-
ites of his new country. He would also know full
well the reasons assigned for the offering of such
sacrifices by those who made them : that a human
life was the most precious offering a man could
make, or that it was regarded as a choice, for a
special purpose, of the most sacred kind of victim.2
Nor can it; be wondered at that Abraham carried
these ideas with him long after he had heard and
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